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Newsletter: 

April 2022 
www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk  

Chairman’s Remarks 

Nature has its way of li�ing the 

spirits in these difficult and troubled 

�mes. Spring really has arrived; 

witness this sunny primrose bank 

near Londesborough Park and a great daffodil show at Se#rington both following on from this 

year’s wonderful snowdrop season. The bluebells will surely follow soon in Burton Bushes! 

As usual this newsle#er carries the great variety of current news on the Society’s ac�vi�es, and 

other items of interest. There is always so much going on in Beverley!  

 

Please remember the change of date for the next public mee�ng on ‘The Curious Carvings of St 

Mary’s Church’ from Thursday 14th to Thursday 7th April in St Mary’s Church at the usual �me of 

7.30pm. 
Dick Lidwell 

Good News! 
 

As members may remember during 2020 six new pain�ngs were added to the town’s Elwell 

Trail. The new pain�ngs are by both Fred and Mary Elwell, but also by Fred’s nephew Kenneth. 

 

We are pleased to announce that an updated guide 

incorpora�ng all the new pain�ngs is now available from the 

Tourist Informa�on Centre and the Guildhall. It has been 

cleverly redesigned by Kloskk Tyrer of Beverley’s Guildhall, 

and the printers, Stubbs of Ilkley (who printed the original), 

to include informa�on on, and illustra�ons of, all the new 

pain�ngs and an updated loca�on map, but maintaining the 

pocket size which is so convenient to use whilst walking 

round the trail.  

 

This brings a conclusion to the project, and our thanks go not 

only to Kloskk, but also to Walter Sweeny who commissioned 

the reproduc�ons of the new pain�ngs and their hanging, all 

the sponsors of the pain�ngs and the owners of the 

proper�es where the pain�ngs are located, Wendy Loncaster 

for addi�onal informa�on on the pain�ngs, and to Nial 

Adams of East Riding Museums for financial support. 

 

With the approach of Spring and Summer weather, ‘�s �me to enjoy an extended walk! 
Dick Lidwell 
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Commissioned by the Historic Towns 

Trust, this map is part of its Town & 

City Historical Maps series, which so 

far has covered major ci�es such as 

Oxford, Winchester, Bristol, York and 

Hull. Beverley is only the second town 

to be included. Publica�on was made 

possible by a generous grant from the 

Georgian Society for East Yorkshire, 

thanks to a legacy from a late 

member, Miss Margaret Dibb (1920-

2019). It is a collabora�on between 

four Beverley historians/

archaeologists who will be well-

known to Civic Society members. 

Barbara English and Dave Evans 

undertook much of the work on the 

medieval town, and David Neave and 

Susan Neave on the later period. The 

map includes a summary of the 

town's history, and on the reverse 

there is an illustrated gaze#eer giving 

brief details of the main features 

shown. 

 

Based on a digi�sed Ordnance Survey 

map of 1908, the full colour map 

charts Beverley's history across the 

centuries. The loca�on of major buildings and 

other features (many long gone) are 

iden�fied, showing how the streetscape has 

changed over �me. The railway sta�on, for 

example, built in 1846, stands partly on the 

medieval moated site of the Preceptory of the 

Knights Hospitaller, a vic�m of the 

Reforma�on. On North Bar Within the 

buildings between Vicar Lane and Tiger Lane 

began life as the Tiger Inn, one of Beverley's 

chief mee�ng places in the Georgian period. 

Norfolk Street, close to the Molescro� 

boundary, was once flanked by the East Riding 

House of Correc�on to the south and by a 

Victorian military barracks to the north.   

 

Although much rebuilding had taken place in 

the Georgian period and beyond, by 1908 

there had been compara�vely li#le change to 

Historical Map of Beverley 

Beverley's medieval street pa#ern. 

Wednesday Market had been broken into on 

the east side in the 1840s with the building of 

Railway Street, providing a link to the sta�on, 

but Lord Roberts Road had not yet been laid 

out. This would come just a year a�er the map 

was surveyed. This necessitated the 

demoli�on of the Bap�st chapel on Well Lane; 

its replacement, built on the new road in 

1910, is now the East Riding Theatre. Major 

changes were to come later in the century, 

including the construc�on of Wylies Road, 

Sow Hill Road and New Walkergate, but even 

now a medieval resident would have li#le 

difficulty in finding their way from North Bar 

to Beckside, with St Mary's church, the 

Minster and the two marketplaces as familiar 

landmarks along the route. 

 

An Historical Map of Beverley—front cover 
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What stands out in par�cular is the amount of 

green space within the town at the beginning 

of the 20th century. Beverley was described in 

1868 as a 'garden-girdled town', and forty 

years later this was s�ll true. Inevitably many 

of the gardens that once surrounded the 

larger houses have now been built on, notably 

those of Lairgate Hall, developed with local 

authority housing in the 1920s. It is, however, 

on land shown on the map as industrial, 

notably the area around the Beck, and the 

Keldgate and Flemingate tannery sites, that 

some of the more recent housing 

developments have been built. The town is 

s�ll surrounded by over 1,000 acres of 

common land, offering grazing and 

recrea�onal space. 

 

Producing an historical map of Beverley was 

not without its challenges. In shape it does not 

fit neatly onto one sheet, hence the industrial 

suburb, Beckside, to the south-east, and 

Grovehill, with its shipyards on the banks of 

the River Hull, are on the reverse. Some of the 

sites of important buildings are well 

documented but others are not; there was 

much discussion about where to place these 

on the map. Neither the precise loca�on of 

the gallows, for example, or the exact site of 

the second Franciscan friary, is known. Some 

areas have several documented layers of 

history, such as the east side of Eastgate. Here 

the challenge was to show how the land was 

successively part of the cur�lage of the 13th-

century Dominican Friary, the grounds of Sir 

Charles Hotham's Palladian mansion, built 

1716-20 and demolished some fi�y years 

later, extensive nursery gardens belong to the 

Tindall brothers in the early 19th century, and 

an agricultural implements works. Many hours 

were spent painstakingly marking the 

boundaries of colour-coded features onto 

dra� copies of the map. The final product is 

thanks to the impressive skills of the Trust's 

excellent cartographer, Giles Darkes. 
Susan Neave 

 

 

The Historical Map of Beverley is published by 

the Historic Towns Trust, 2022 

Price: £9.99.   ISBN 978-1-8380719-1-2 

Local stockist: Beverley Bookshop 

 
 

 

 

The Assembly Rooms, Norwood The Sessions House, New Walk 

Two of the illustra�ons shown on the back of the map 
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Probably not the oldest gas street lamp 

posts in the world 
 

The first city in the world to have street ligh�ng was London. 

Factories had been lit, royal and lordly houses had been lit. But the 

engineer Frederick Winsor believed city streets should be lit for 

everyone, not just the rich, and in 1807 he amazed Londoners with 

a line of gas street lights in Pall Mall, fed with gas pipes made from 

the barrels of old muskets. On Winsor’s memorial in Kensal Park 

cemetery is the epitaph ‘At evening �me it shall be light.’ 

 

Gas ligh�ng really took off, and by the 1820s most towns had 

acquired street lights of cast iron standards with copper lanterns. 

Their designs differed: but as far as we can discover, only Beverley 

in East Yorkshire had lamps that recorded the engineer (I MALAM), 

the foundry (THORNCLIFFE IRONWORKS) and the date (either 1824, 

1825 or 1826) cast on the bases. There are s�ll 19 of these Georgian 

lampposts in use around the old streets of Beverley, converted to 

electricity a�er the 2nd World War. We have not found any earlier 

street lamps in the UK, nor even any others dated. The UK led the 

world in gas street ligh�ng, and Bri�sh engineers were employed to 

light European ci�es such as Hamburg in 1844, a Malam project run 

from Hull with Yorkshire hardware. 

 

The lamp posts are not just metal cylinders, but carry a wealth of 

symbolism. We think all the lanterns are replacements, but of an old 

pa#ern, o�en called Winsor a�er the man who lit up Pall Mall. The 

posts are Georgian. The base has a lion’s mask on a shield, with a 

victory wreath, as well as the founder’s and engineer’s names (I 

Malam for John Malam, good neoclassicism as the Roman alphabet 

did not include J). Of the two parts of the column, the lower is the 

fasces device of ancient Rome, a design with a long interna�onal 

history. The upper part is said to be a copy of a bronze lamp from 

Pompeii, with collars of classical leaves. The whole has been 

thought to represent victory over the French in the Napoleonic 

wars: poli�cal lamp posts. 

 

Malam sold his Beverley gas venture, and his successor was the 

local man William Crosskill, with ironworks in Mill Lane. He copied 

Malam’s design, but changed the base giving it a simpler wreath of 

leaves, and some�mes, not always, CROSSKILL on all 4 sides. His 

posts are undated, but he was probably making them from 1826, so 

that his early lamps are, like Malam’s, Georgian. He was s�ll making 

them in 1844, with the lanterns being made by J.R. Clark, �nsmith, 

at  59 Saturday Market, for many years Briggs & Powell’s shop and 

now Joules.  
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John Malam and his brothers provided gasworks and street lamps for more than 50 towns and 

ci�es, and although no one person invented gas ligh�ng, he was one of the earliest gas 

engineers, inven�ng and paten�ng technical improvements. Beverley's lamps astonished 

people when first lit, and their survival for nearly two centuries is astounding. Other places 

seem to have scrapped all their early lamps: through this newsle#er we would love to hear of 

other Georgian street lamps, surely surviving somehow, somewhere?  

 

If Beverley probably has the oldest surviving gas 

street lamp posts in the UK, it probably also has 

the oldest in the world. 

Barbara English 

Lamp post drawing—Kloskk Tyrer 

Remember, remember, the days of September: Heritage Open Days are 

here again, 28 events of all types, old favourites and new stars, from Friday 

9 September to Sunday 18 September. Details in your May Civic Society 

newsle#er, and an invita�on to bring a friend and act as stewards for half a 

day in one of these amazing places. The theme for 2022 is Astounding 

Inven�ons, and out of Beverley’s many inven�ons we have chosen to 

concentrate on our gas lamps (see the ar�cle above).  

 

Annual Subscrip/on 
 

A big thanks to those who have paid since 

last month’s reminder. There is s�ll an 

opportunity to pay by the following 

methods.  

 

1. A cheque made payable to Beverley Civic 

Society for £15 

 

2. Cash at the next mee�ng on 7th April at  

St Mary’s 

 

3. A bank transfer Acc no27597439 

 Sort code 05-02-37 

 

Thanking you in an�cipa�on  

Dr M. Farrimond Treasurer 

35 Eastgate  

Beverley  

HU17 0DR 

 

The Curious Carvings of  

St Mary’s Church  

An illustrated talk by  

Dr Jennie England 
 

Please note changed date! 

Thursday 7 April 2022 

7.30 p.m. 

St. Mary’s Church, Beverley 
 

Non-members welcome £5 
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 A Grand Day Out 
Cowlam : St Mary’s Church and Font 

 

As life begins its return to a semblance of normality, here is 

the first in an occasional series, sugges�ng some local 

treasures, perhaps overlooked or forgo#en, which might 

merit a visit. 

 

The church of St Mary’s, Cowlam near Driffield, is found, 

somewhat incongruously, in a farmyard behind Cowlam 

Manor. 

 

The se#lement itself had mixed fortunes, some�mes 

thriving, at other �mes decimated by the Black Death and 

Enclosure. But in the early 19th century 

a return to arable farming led to an 

increased residen�al popula�on and the rebuilding of the ruined Medieval 

church in 1852. Aside from some remaining Norman stonework, the most 

remarkable feature of this li#le church is its elaborately carved Norman font, 

da�ng from about 1100, one of five of a similar quality to be found in the 

East Riding.  

 

Two other fonts, one at Langto� (originally at Co#am) and another at North 

Grimston, may well have been carved by the same hand. Accessibility to all 

these churches varies so do check before you set out but usually there is a 

no�ce on where to obtain a key if the church is locked. 

 

The wonderful carvings on the Cowlam font depict a number of Biblical 

subjects. My personal favourite is ‘The Fall’ showing Adam and Eve primly 

covering their nakedness with their hands whilst held in thrall by the snake. 

Also, to be enjoyed are a pair of wrestlers, possibly portraying the eternal 

struggle between good and evil, and Herod ploTng ‘the Massacre of the 

Innocents’ Elsewhere, a serene Virgin and Child have the Magi in a#endance, 

bearing their tradi�onal gi�s. Such carvings would have been an important 

teaching tool for the local, invariably illiterate, popula�on. 

 

There has been some debate that the church was part of the ‘Augus�nian’ 

ministry which might explain the focus on good and evil in the font carvings. 

St Augus�ne was, a�er all, known for his all too human cry ’Lord, make me 

pure, but not yet!’ 

 

If a trip to Cowlam is not on your agenda, another of the 5 fonts may be seen 

in the Hull and East Riding Museum. 

 

If you have any favourite lesser-known local visits, please share them with 

us. Write your own account or send your sugges�ons to  

lesleyblucke@gmail.com 

rosie@ryanuk.karoo.co.uk 

Adam and Eve 

Herod 

Virgin and Child 
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Mary Wollstonecra8   

‘a woman of excep/onal genius’ 
 

At our March talk, Val Wise gave a most interes�ng résumé of the life 

and influence of Mary Wollstonecra�. Although Mary was born in 

London, her family moved to No.2, Highgate, Beverley in 1768. It was not 

a happy family - at one point Mary 

slept on the corridor outside her 

mother’s room, to protect her from 

her father, and Mary herself was bullied by her brother. 

While living in Beverley, however, Mary formed a las�ng 

friendship with Jane Arden, whose father, John was a 

lecturer and scien�fic instrument maker. Through her 

contact with the Ardens, Mary learned posi�ve family 

values, independent thought, and that making a name for 

oneself did not require high birth or wealth. Mary’s father 

did not value women’s educa�on, and although she was 

taught the 3Rs and domes�c du�es at Miss Massey’s School, 

she largely educated herself through her own reading. 

 

The family returned to London in 1775. Mary became a lady’s companion, but within two years 

had to return home to care for her dying mother. She then found herself looking a�er her 

younger sisters. In London, she joined the congrega�on of a dissen�ng chapel whose minster was 

Richard Price. He  became an important influence on her life. Through him, she met the publisher 

Joseph Johnson, who encouraged her wri�ng with an advance of £10 for 

her Thoughts on the Educa%on of Daughters; the ar�st Henry Fusili whom 

she fell in love with, and William Godwin, who became her husband some 

years later. Opinions of Mary at this �me vary - she was described both as 

having ‘a sharp manner’, and ‘generous affec�ons’. She was highly 

regarded both by Dr. Johnson and the poet Robert Southey, and William 

Blake provided the fron�spiece for her ‘Original Stories from Real Life’. 

 

The outbreak of the French Revolu�on had a great influence on Mary. She 

wrote ‘A Vindica%on of the Rights of Men’, in response to Edmund Burke’s 

cri�cism of the Revolu�on, and followed this by ‘A Vindica%on of the Rights 

of Woman’. She then travelled to revolu�onary France, arriving shortly 

before the execu�on of Louis XVI. While there she had an affair with an 

American adventurer, Gilbert Imlay, and bore him a daughter, Fanny, in 

1794. Imlay then persuaded her to join him in Scandinavia, where the 

liaison ended. Returning to England, Mary a#empted to commit suicide but then sought shelter 

with William Godwin. When she found she was again pregnant, the couple married. Sadly Mary 

died in childbirth, but her daughter, Mary, went on to find her own fame as the author of 

‘Frankenstein’ and the wife of the poet, Shelley. 

 

In the years immediately a�er her death, Mary’s reputa�on was badly damaged by Godwin’s 

memoir of her, which included accounts of her various affairs, her illegi�mate daughter and 

a#empted suicides. In more recent �mes, however, she has been recognised as a pioneer of 

feminism, promo�ng both the importance of female educa�on, and votes for women. 

2 Highgate 

Blake’s fron�spiece 
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Planning Ma;ers 

Aerial Photographs 
 

Members may be interested to look at aerial  photographs of Beverley taken more than 70 years 

ago. Visit this website and type Beverley, or wherever else you might want to look at 

h#ps://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/collec�ons/aerial-photos/ 
Mike Farrimond 

We reported on a number of new and pending applica�ons last month, and thought to update 

you on any progress. The applica�ons for the ‘We Buy any Car’, and the one for the Pipe Bridge 

over the railway at the end of Friars Lane both of which the Society objected to, have both 

received many objec�ons from the public and other organisa�ons. No decision, at the �me of 

wri�ng, has been made on these two controversial applica�ons. 

 

The Society encourages members to examine planning applica�ons on ERYC’s Public Access 

website; an easy way to locate applica�ons is to use the map func�on: 

h#ps://newplanningaccess.eastriding.gov.uk/newplanningaccess/spa�alDisplay.do?

ac�on=display&searchType=Applica�on    

 

Meanwhile the ground works for the site and altera�ons to the roadway have started for the BP 

filling sta�on on the A1174 at Killingwoldgraves roundabout. The Society remains concerned 

about road safety aspects, addi�onal to its strong objec�on to the development of this green 

field site and its adverse impact on the rural scene. 



9 

 

East Riding Council has published a consulta�on on a Design Guide. The aim of the Guide, which 

is being produced by the council’s planning department, is to celebrate the unique iden�ty and 

character of the towns and villages across the East Riding to ensure any new developments and 

planning applica�ons respect the style of the area. The document will set a bar for the standard 

of design expected and Civic Socie�es and individuals will be able to refer to it when responding 

to planning applica�on consulta�ons. The Council is asking for the Society to help in making sure 

the survey receives a good response and reflects the views of those who live in the area by 

promo�ng the survey to members and others. The consulta�on is running un�l Monday 18 April 

2022. Please do have a read and respond by visi�ng: 

h#ps://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/EastRidingDesignGuidePublicConsulta�on/  

 

This is welcome development, but in many ways ‘the horse has already bolted’ with so many of 

the recent developments by the mass builders of housing designs which are standard across the 

whole country. 

 

Two interes�ng applica�ons for conversion from offices to residen�al use have been lodged: 

Tower House by the North Bar; Listed Grade 1 (Williamsons the solicitors are closing their 

offices), photograph below, and 28 Lairgate, listed Grade11, both of which have interes�ng 

histories. See an illustra�on and informa�on on 28 Lairgate below from the Guildhall’s exhibi�on 

‘Looking at Lairgate’ published in 2019. 

 

h#ps://www.eastridingmuseums.co.uk/EasySiteWeb/EasySite/StyleData/culture/downloads/

museums/past-exhibits/beverley-guildhall/looking_at_lairgate.pdf  
Dick Lidwell 

Tower House, North Bar Within 

28 Lairgate 
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Meet the Executive Committee 

Working on behalf of the Society are a group of voluntary members who cons�tute the Execu�ve 
Commi#ee but who are they, what do they do, and how can you assist them? 
 

We have a President (Andrew Marr) and a Vice President (Graham Stuart M.P) and these are 
honorary non-execu�ve posi�ons. Although not involved in the day-to-day work of the Society, 
these prominent members of the community are happy to con�nue to support the aims and 
objec�ves of the Society as they have done for many years. 
 

The Officers of the Execu�ve are: Chairman (Richard Lidwell), Vice Chairman (Vacant), Honorary 
Secretary (Chris Burrows) and Honorary Treasurer (Mike Farrimond). 
 

We also have a number of other Execu/ve Commi;ee Members: Lesley Blucke, Neil Harris, Chris 
Harrod, Rosemary Major, Angela Mulford, Eva la Pensee, Rosie Ryan and Sandra Williams,  
 

If you would like to contact any member of the Execu�ve you can do this by using the “Contact 
Us” form on the Society’s website www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk or contact the Honorary 
Secretary Chris Burrows on goodtymeshull@hotmail.com or 01482 866252. 
 

The current Execu�ve con�nues to build on the work of past Execu�ve members who can o�en 
s�ll be called upon to give their exper�se. In addi�on, we have a number of non-Execu�ve 
members who work within or various sub-commi#ees and project groups. We would welcome 
any help you are able to give within these groups or at any par�cular event we organise. 
 

We try an publicise what we are doing in the monthly newsle#er and also at public mee�ngs and 
events but this can only ever be a snapshot of what we are doing as we are a dynamic society. 
Below is a non-exhaus�ve list of the commi#ees and project groups we are currently involved 
with. 
 

Commi;ees 
Planning, Finance, Events & Public Mee�ngs (including Study Days), Communica�ons (Including 
Newsle#er, Website, Publicity, Social Media, and Publica�ons), Heritage Open Days, Trees and 
Traffic. 
 

Project Groups 
Sensory Garden, Champney Gardens, Telephone Box, 2023 Calendar, Elwell Trail, Historic Lamp 
posts. 
 

Other Work 
We also have a lot of rou�ne administra�ve work to do, and liaison with other Civic Groups (e.g. 
Civic Voice & YHACS) and other voluntary groups. We have regular contact with Beverley Rown 
Council and East Riding of Yorkshire Council. 
 

We do not currently have an Environmental Group but we do work in this area within our other 
groups. 

Pictured above are the Execu�ve at their March mee�ng 


