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Newsletter:  

May 2021 
www.beverleycivicsociety.co.uk  

Chairman’s Remarks 
 

The Society con�nues to be as ac�ve as ever, witness the many ar�cles that follow. Your 

Execu�ve seeks to keep you informed and entertained through this monthly Newsle"er, and is 

always keen to receive your feedback. 

 

As the restric�ons caused by the Covid epidemic con�nue, we s�ll hold all our mee�ngs, and 

talks on-line, which is frustra�ng but necessary. As our Secretary men�ons on page 4, one benefit 

of this on-line ac�vity is some convenience for commi"ee mee�ngs, and the wider accessibility to 

our talks. Hopefully, later in the summer, or more likely early autumn, we shall be able to resume 

our much missed face to face mee�ngs. 

 

Despite, or because, of the shutdowns the town is seeing much produc�ve building, decora�ng 

and planning ac�vity, 

including the 

implementa�on of the 

Saturday Market 

pedestrianisa�on plan. 

Westwood has had an 

unprecedented number of 

visitors, which has caused 

li"er problems and the 

erec�on of large unsightly 

informa�on boards at all 

the entrances to the 

Common. With the return of 

the ca"le, it is a much 

valued pasture which 

enhances the natural 

environment, unlike other 

commons such as the mown 

Stray in Harrogate.  

 

Members may not be fully aware that the Society is a member of both Civic Voice and the 

Yorkshire and Humber Associa�on of Civic Socie�es (YHACS) through which we both learn about, 

and some�mes contribute to, na�onal planning issues and debates. On 24 April, we were pleased 

to be able to host, on Zoom, the Spring Regional YHACS mee�ng for which Barbara prepared an 

excellent powerpoint on the work of our Society. (video will be on the Society’s website) We also 

heard an excellent talk on the significant issue of design in housing developments, and the 

importance of vernacular style. 

Dick Lidwell 



2 

 

 

Saturday Market Pedestrianisa�on. 
 

The final plans for the temporary (18 

months) pedestrianisa�on of part of 

Saturday Market have been published for 

implementa�on from 10
th 

May. Please see 

the layout plan (right). The Society will, 

along with other interested par�es, be 

consulted for feedback three months a7er 

implementa�on, and we will seek 

members’ views at that �me. 
 

 

Traffic Management around Eastgate, Flemingate and Minster Yard North. 
 

ERYC is currently undertaking a study into poten�al pedestrian infrastructure improvements in 

the Eastgate/ Flemingate/ Minster Yard North/ Armstrong Way area. Residents in Eastgate have 

received a circular including a link to a web based ques�onnaire. The survey has apparently been 

s�mulated by the difficulty pedestrians have on the narrow footpaths, par�cularly around the 

Sun Inn. Poten�al solu�ons being inves�gated include improvements to the Friars Lane 

footbridge, closing the level crossing, changing traffic flows in Eastgate, and possibly installing 

traffic lights to manage the flow of traffic. The Society remains of the view that a traffic 

management plan is needed for the whole of the town centre to avoid solving one problem 

whilst crea�ng another elsewhere. 

CHP plant at the Beverley Leisure Centre.  
 

This applica�on by ERYC was approved at the recent Eastern Area Planning Commi"ee. There 

were many objec�ons and concerns expressed by residents, local councillors, and the Society 

regarding poten�al noise, pollu�on, use of fossil fuel, and site suitability. Addi�onally one prime 

objec�ve of the plant is to provide electrical power and hot water to a number of public buildings 

and social housing around the town. The proposed route for this pipeline would include passing 

along Friary Lane and Minster Yard North. These being sensi�ve historical areas, the Society has 

made a request for a full archaeological survey and recording to be carried out. Full details of the 

plans and approval may be seen on the Planning Public Access website: Ref: 20/04304/REG3  

            Dick Lidwell 

Planning Ma*ers 
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Transla�on 
 

2021 marks 1300 years since John’s death, and 600 years since the visit of King Henry V to 

Beverley, to thank St John for his help at the ba"le of Agincourt in 1415 (late, for a7er Agincourt 

the king was hardly ever in England, but figh�ng to retain France). 

 

St John died on 7 May 721, and Henry visited on 8/9 April 1421. The date that �es the two 

anniversaries together is neither of these, but  25 October, the day of the ba"le and also the day 

when St John’s remains were ‘translated’ for the last �me to lie inside the new and glorious 

casket made by the London goldsmith, Richard of Faringdon. 

  

Transla�on is the moving of the body of a saintly person out of the ground and into a special 

place. In Catholic Europe, if miracles occurred at a grave, it was thought inappropriate to leave 

the saint’s body in the ground and saints were nearly always dug up and moved upwards and 

eastwards. There were then two holy places, the empty tomb, and the shrine. John was originally 

buried at the east end of the Minster. His relics were moved when his sanc�ty was confirmed by 

the archbishop in 1037. His shrine was moved several �mes a7er that, un�l, in 1548, it was 

destroyed by the Protestant government of Edward VI. 

 

Reliquaries are a fairly standard shape, originally li"le 

houses with pitched roofs – they became more and 

more decorated, resembling li"le churches, perhaps 

designed by architects and constructed by 

goldsmiths. The goldsmith’s contract for John’s last 

shrine of 1292 specified it was to be ‘adorned with 

plates and columns in architectural style with figures 

everywhere of size and number as [Beverley] Chapter 

determine, and canopies and pinnacles before and 

behind, and other proper ornaments.’  It was 5 7 

long, 1.5 7 wide, and may have looked like this, a 

shrine in a Norman church made in Paris c.1240-55.  

 

To the Church, Transla�on was regarded as equally or more significant than the date of death, 

marking the full achievement of recognised sainthood. Transla�ons were great church fes�vals 

las�ng days, and the money donated on the annual Transla�on feast of, for instance, Thomas 

Becket, was much greater than on his death date. At transla�ons it was common prac�ce to 

remove pieces of the saint to give to ‘important people’ – some archbishops expected an arm for 

presiding over a transla�on, and some�mes, says Ben Nilson in a great book on shrines, the cost 

could be ‘an arm and a leg’. 

 

Major saints could be translated many �mes, to honour the saint with a be"er place, but also 

because their church was being rebuilt or extended. Cuthbert of Durham, whose post mortem 

wanderings were legendary, was translated 4 �mes, as was Swithin of Winchester, and William of 

York 3 �mes. John too was housed in many places. 

 

A7er Agincourt, Henry V raised St John’s status to ‘na�onal saint’. On 25 October this year, 

Beverley will again remember the Transla�on of St John, Henry V’s victory at Agincourt and his 

visit to our Minster, a commemora�on we hope will con�nue in the centuries to come. 

Barbara English 
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Cancella�on of Shibden Hall Visit 
 

You may remember and be looking forward to a visit to Shibden Hall organised by the public 

events commi"ee. Nearly nine months ago, we obtained a provisional booking for the 17
th

 

June 2021. This date is just one day a7er the government intends to li7 more restric�ons due 

to the pandemic. Of course, we will not know what will be proposed. It is most likely, that 

there will s�ll be social distancing rules to adhere to. A7er consulta�on, we have decided to 

cancel this visit and postpone it un�l next year. 
 

Of course, we are all disappointed, but need to be realis�c. We are hoping to organise some 

ou�ngs closer to home, and more out of doors, during July—to be announced in the next 

newsle"er. 
 

Looking very much forward to ‘real’ mee�ngs with you all.  

Eva and Jane 

 Secretarial Ma*ers 
 

Firstly, I would like to start by thanking members for coming forward and joining the Tree Group 

and also the newly formed 2022 

Calendar Group. If you would like to 

help in any of the Execu�ve’s ac�vi�es, 

please contact Chris Burrows on 01482 

866252 / 079221 48662 or email: 

goodtymeshull@hotmail.com 

 

A7er a lengthy delay caused by Covid 

restric�ons we have finally been able to 

present a cheque for £1600 from the 

sale of our 2021 Calendar to the 

Yorkshire Air Ambulance (see picture). 

 

The work of the Execu�ve goes on 

despite the effects of the Covid 

restric�ons and we have found that the use of Zoom for mee�ngs of the sub-commi"ees has 

speeded up our work although we would much rather meet in person. We hope to con�nue to 

offer ac�vi�es online and when allowed in person in a Covid safe manner and will communicate 

these to you in a �mely manner. 

 

We have con�nued to welcome new members who have joined a7er personal recommenda�on, 

via our website, because of our programme of online talks, seeing our publicity in our shop 

window, and also through our new gi7 card scheme. Have you thought about giving membership 

of the Society to friends or family, using our personalised gi7 card?  If you would like further 

details please contact me using the details given above. 

 

Finally we would like to extend a warm welcome to our latest Corporate Member “New Paths 

Music” and thank them for suppor�ng us. 

Chris Burrows 



5 

 

Barbara English spoke on life in Mediaeval 
Beverley, superbly illustrated with images of 
contemporary illumina�ons and carvings. 
Then the town was defined by St Mary’s to the 
north, the Minster to the south, and common 
land on east and west. The narrow streets 
followed the courses of streams, long since 
culverted. 
 
Trade was dominated by the guilds, 
associa�ons of cra7smen making the same 
types of items. Each regulated the standards 
and sale of their goods. Entry into a guild 
began with a seven year appren�ceship. 
Dominant in Beverley were guilds rela�ng to 
leather, wool and cloth, although the 
minstrels, remembered by carvings in St 
Mary’s and the surviving 15th century waits’ 
chain of office, made a strong contribu�on to 
town ceremonies.  

In 1366, a survey recorded 76 merchants, 30 
tanners, 14 carpenters and 13 butchers. Li"le 
is known about most of the guildsmen, but  
the merchant, John Crosslay, is named on a 
pillar in St Mary’s. Another merchant, William 
Rolston, lived in Flemingate, and was 
notorious for his quarrels with Minster staff. 
His son, Robert Rolston, was himself to 
become a Provost of the Minster, a noted civil 
servant and one of the executors of the will of 
Henry V’s widow, Queen Katherine.  
 
Annually the May/June period was the high 
point of town fes�vi�es. These began with 
Cross Monday, when St John’s relics, housed 
in their elaborate shrine, were carried on 
poles by eight porters, from the Minster to St 
Mary’s. The street shops were given 
decora�ve false fronts with castella�ons 
providing balconies from which the merchants 

could enjoy the spectacle and minstrels 
perform. At ground level, booths sold sweets 
and souvenirs of the day. For three days, the 
shrine was then taken round the countryside, 
returning on Ascension Day. This was when 
the 11 day Cross Fair began, bringing traders 
and customers to the town.  
 
The culmina�on of the fes�vi�es, on Corpus 
Chris� Day,  was the guilds’ performance of 38 
mystery plays, based on Biblical stories, and 
performed from wagons. Where possible 
guilds staged a play which linked to their 
trade, so the watermen ‘did’ Noah, and the 
goldsmiths, the Three Kings. The event began 
at dawn at North Bar, and a7er that 
performance, the first wagon moved on to 
repeat its play at five further sta�ons in the 
town. One by one the other wagons followed; 
it was a long day, the last performances being 
concluded by torchlight. The plays brought 
the great and the good to the town - in 1506, 
the Earl of Northumberland watched them 
from the house of William Tickhill, a barber. 
Sadly Beverley’s play scripts do not survive, 
but, remarkably, the 1391 props list for the 
‘Paradise’ play does, including the ‘worme’, a 
deal pole (for the apple tree) and two sets of 
angels’ wings. Barbara suggested that the roof 
boss carving of Adam and Eve in St Mary’s, 
was probably based on the sculptor’s memory 
of such a play. 

We look forward to the imminent publica�on 
of the Society’s new book on these events -
‘Foods , Feasts & Fes�vals’.  

Zoom Talk - 8 April 2021 

The Merchant Guilds, their Processions and their Plays  
in Mediaeval Beverley 
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Trees 
Because of the known health 

benefits and aesthe�c reward 

gained by green foliage in 

urban environments, the Civic 

Society has set up a Tree 

Group to begin tree plan�ng 

in areas of the town that 

would benefit from greening 

with the appropriate tree or 

shrub cover. 
 

We had a mee�ng this month 

with Stephen Robinson 

(HEYwood Partnership 

Manager), Linda Johnson (ERYC and Beverley Town Council) and David Tucker (Beverley Town 

Council) and six members of the Society. The guests were as enthusias�c as we are in wan�ng to 

see more trees planted both in and around the town.  
 

The first key sites were iden�fied, the east and south boundary of the Archery Field, and east 

and south boundary of the adjacent Minster School playing field; Hall Garth opposite the 

Minster, and some tree lean streets for example Cherry Tree Lane (where are the Cherry 

Trees?). Now we have the task of approaching the landowners with our proposals to plant some 

well chosen species. 
 

We also discussed:- 

 the felling and re-plan�ng on Westwood; 

 plan�ng plans already in the pipeline - (we have been told the Beck area has a scheme 

underway); 

 Tree Preserva�on orders - where they have been placed recently, and should be placed; 

 with the enormous public appe�te to bring nature closer to our lives in a town, we will 

keep pursuing these objec�ves and keep you posted on our progress.  

Rosie Ryan 

Zoom—Thursday 13 May 2021 at 7.30 p.m. 

Walking the Holderness Coast 

including Village History  

An illustrated talk by Sally George  

FUTURE TALK 

To book a place on ZOOM please send 

an email to 

goodtymeshull@hotmail.com  


